
 1



 2

PLATFORM

PLATFORM magazine is published twice a year, in the Spring and Autumn.  The Editor welcomes 
contributions from members for possible inclusion in the magazine and copy should be sent, ideally by 
email to info@shillingstone-railway-project.org.uk or, if only hard copy is available, to the station (postal 
address on page 29).  Whilst the Trustees are happy to publish the views of members if appropriate, 
it will be on the understanding that these views may not necessarily be shared by the Trust or its managing 
committee.  The Editor’s decision on whether or not to include contributions from readers is final.

Editor: Will Appelbee Designer: James Hawthorn

Telephone: 01258 860696

Facebook: S&DJR Shillingstone

Website: www.shillingstone-railway-project.org.uk
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From the Station 
Master’s Office
Leader Grant                                    
The Trust is delighted to announce 
that it has been awarded a grant of 
£47,229 from the Dorset County 
Council Leader Grant scheme as an 
80% per cent contribution towards 
a range of works that will constitute 
substantial improvements to the 
station.

The first and most pressing job will be to  
create a new diversion to the Trailway, 
taking it off the down platform and 
along a newly constructed route 
behind the platform.  This will have 
a suitable, good quality surface and 
will improve the safety of horses, their 
riders and cyclists. The down platform 
itself will also be resurfaced.

Planning permission for this work has 
already been obtained and now the 
funds are in place, work will be able 
to start soon.

A great deal of work went in to 
preparing the application for the 
works and obtaining the agreement 
of all interested parties, including the 
Trailway users group. 

Trailway diversion                        

Access and Car parking                   
The grant will also enable us to 
resurface the approach to the station 
and provide appropriate parking for 
cars and mini buses giving flat, safe 
access to the station.
Track will also be laid across this area 
as it would have been when this area 
was formerly a working station yard.

A disabled toilet will be developed 
in the exisiting toilet block. The 
existing ladies and gents facility will 
also be upgraded whilst retaining 
the ‘heritage’ gents urinal.

Other works                              

The Trustees would like to express 
their thanks to Philippa Ashton, Jon 
Jenkins and Dave Joy, of the Planning 
& Development committee, for their 
many months of work in preparing 
the successful grant application. 

The work will now be passed on to 
the Site team under the management 
of John Drew, Geoff Baker and 
Brian Rose who will supervise the 
practical side of the job, working to 
a tight schedule as everything has to 
be completed by August in order to 
enable us to be paid the grant money.

Thank you                                    
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Your Trustees

Moving the Museum and               
developing the office                         
The museum has been relocated and  
the vacated building has been turned 
into a meeting room and office. This 
has allowed us to comply with the re-
quirements of the rail regulator to have 
H&S policies stored in one place. 

Management and                             
Sub-committees                                           
Behind the scenes much effort is being 
put into restructuring the organisation: 
establishing new sub-committees and 
ensuring they communicate effectively 
with each other.

Change of Charity Status                      
A lot of work has been undertaken 
to deal with the change in status 
necessary to move towards operating 
as an active heritage railway including 
regularising the accounting procedures 
and ensuring proper financial controls 
are now in place.

08 Diesel Locomotive                    
Plans are well advanced to bring the 
08 Diesel shunter to Shillingstone and 
establish a group (along the lines of 
Project 62) dedicated to bringing it 
back to operational order.

(See the full story on pages 8-10)

Work has continued on clearing 
redundant stock from the yard. The 
building obtained some years ago 
from the steel works at Queenborough 
turned out to be unsuitable for our 
needs because it was too large for the 
site and it has been sold and removed.

Clearance of the yard                        
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HAMBLEDON
HILL

All of us enjoy the view of Hambledon Hill
Here David Caddy looks a little deeper into 

its history.

One of the most striking features when 
visiting Shillingstone Station is the great 
view of Hambledon Hill looking north 
from the Up Platform. There is a symmetry 
with the colourful garden which dovetail to 
produce a superb landscape. The hill, now 
owned by the National Trust after being 
in private hands for centuries, is 630 feet 
(192 metres) above sea level. Despite soil 
erosion, the hill remains a haven for chalk-
hill and adonis blue, skipper, fritillary and 
hairstreak butterflies, orchids, gentian, 
milkwort and dwarf sedge, buzzards, kestrels, 
warblers, wheatears and rarer birds such as 
cory’s shearwater, bluethroat and wryneck. 

Hambledon was first occupied about 2850 
BC by Neolithic farmers and is the site of 
many earthworks, including two causewayed 
enclosures, two long barrows and defensive 
outworks. Roger Mercer and his team 
of archaeologists excavated Hambledon 
between 1974 and 1986 discovering cultural 
materials in ditches and pits from which they 
deduced information about the organisation 
of some of the earliest farmers in Europe. 
They chose to live on the hill for defensive 
reasons and kept animals, grew cereal crops, 
had grinding equipment and pottery from 
adjacent regions. Hambledon was the main 
focal point of Neolithic activity. The hillfort 
construction on the northern spur dates from 
the early first millennium.  Mercer found 
evidence of late Iron Age and Romano-
British activity as well as a small pagan 
Saxon cemetery. The archive of the dig is at 
the Dorset County Museum in Dorchester. 

Neolithic Occupation
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In August 1645 more than 2,000 Dorset 
Clubmen, disillusioned with both Royalists 
and Parliamentarians damaging their crops 
and stealing their animals, occupied Hamble-
don. Led by Rev. Bravel of Compton Abbas 
and armed only with clubs and pitchforks, 
they were easily dispersed by Cromwell’s New 
Model Army. Most fled and slid down the hill 
at the sight of Cromwell’s dragoons, with five 
hundred of them being locked up overnight 
at St. Mary’s church, Child Okeford. In the 
morning, Cromwell, who had led the assault 
after attempting to avoid an attack, released 
them on the understanding that they would 
support the Parliamentarians in return for 
being able to defend themselves against theft.

Cromwell deals with the 
Dorset Clubmen

Hardy gets Lost

Thomas Hardy lived in Sturminster Newton. 
After visiting Shroton Fair on 25th September 
1877 and seeing a woman apparently being 
beheaded in a sideshow, Thomas Hardy met 
an old hump backed man before he got lost 
in the dark as a fog came on. He was living 
at Riverside Villa in Sturminster Newton, 
overlooking the river Stour, whilst writing 
The Return of the Native. He later described 
looking at the valley from Hambledon 
Hill in Tess of the D’Ubervilles: ‘The 
atmosphere below is languorous, and is so 
tinged with azure that what artists call the 
middle distance partakes of that hue, whilst 
the horizon beyond is deepest ultramarine.’

Local musician and ex-King Crimson singer, 
Gordon Haskell recorded an album of songs 
entitled “Hambledon Hill” in 1990. The title 
song was released as a single and is now a col-
lector’s item. 

All I remember was not really knowing 
Where we were going on Hambledon Hill
The pain you had gone through, the dream you 
held onto
No longer mattered on Hambledon Hill

Haskell subsequently gained international 
recognition with his hit single, How 
Wonderful You Are, in 2001 and his platinum-
selling album “Harry’s Bar” in 2002.

Gordon Haskell on 
Hambledon Hill

Long may Hambledon Hill offer a spectacular view from Shillingstone Station 
and delight our visitors with its sense of history, place and timelessness.

David Caddy

Thomas Hardy
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British Railways Class 
08 Diesel “Gronk” 

arriving soon

Shillingstone will soon see the arrival of our 
very own Class 08 diesel electric shunting 
locomotive. At some stage in its development 
the Class acquired the unattractive, but 
instantly memorable nickname “Gronk”. The 
first locomotive of the Class  (No 130000) 
was built in 1952 and production continued 
until 1962.  They were designed by Robert 
Riddles, based on earlier regional designs. 
996 were produced in all, making it the most 
numerous of all British locomotive classes.

As the standard BR general-purpose diesel 
shunter, the Class became a familiar sight at 
major stations and freight yards. However, 
as the nature of railway traffic changed, with 
goods trains being made up of fixed rakes of 
wagons and passenger trains mostly formed 
as multiple units, there was little need for 
shunting locomotives. As a consequence, 

a large proportion of the class has been 
withdrawn from mainline use and stored, 
scrapped, exported or sold to industrial or 
heritage railways.

In 1985 three of the Class 08 locomotives 
were reduced in height for use on the 
Burry Port and Gwendraeth Valley Railway 
(BP&GVR) in South West Wales.  The low 
headroom on this line was due to part of it 
having been a canal which was drained and 
reused as a railway. When this was done, 
none of the bridges were raised. The line ran 
principally along the former towpath: rather 
steep downgradients were added to get under 
the bridges. In places the line was also prone 
to flooding which presented a problem to 
class 08 locomotives. Less powerful class 03 
locomotives (about half the power of the 08) 
were used because they were not hindered 

08995 in its Sunday best, newly overhauled in 2007

An unmodified 08 after modification by a bridge near 
Swansea.
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by the flooding. However, the mineral trains 
required double heading and banking using 3 
class 03s to operate one train.

In 1984 the most flood prone section of 
the line was closed: in 1985 three Class 
08 locomotives were cut down to enable 
them to operate under the bridges. These 
modified locomotives were designated as 
class 08/9. Two more were converted in 
1987 and these became 08994 and 08995. 

When the first two of the original three 
conversions were scrapped the name of one 
of them (08991) was transferred to 08995. It 
had been named Kidwelly after the name of 
the town at one end of the original canal.

After closure of the BP&GVR the cut down 
shunters were treated as part of the normal 
fleet and were used in several other locations 
around the country.

An 03 scrapes under the low bridge on the BP & GVR

In 2007 Manchester Metrolink carried out 
major upgrades to the line from Bury. The 
work  base was on the East Lancashire Railway 
and new sidings were put in to accommodate 
the additional work load. Two 08 shunters 
were hired in from EWS: 08993 and 08995. 
The freshly overhauled pair were delivered to 
the ELR on 2nd  May 2007.

In 2015 DBS sold off some of their fleet of 
08s. The North Dorset Railway Trust (NDRT) 
had received a legacy and a decision was made 
to bid for one of them. The Trusts’s bid was 
successful and 08995 was acquired. After the 
purchase it was taken to the yard of Moveright 
International where some exploratory work 
was undertaken and it has remained there 
ever since.

NDRT Acquires 08995

In 2018 the Trustees of the NDRT decided 
to investigate what the future held for this 
locomotive.  A comprehensive report was 
prepared which detailed the potential work 
involved and estimated costs of restoring the 
locomotive to full working order.  The costs 
at present are not within the capabilities of 
the Trust’s funds and to move forward the 
locomotive will initially be brought to Shil-
lingstone for display.  Consideration is being 
given to forming a group whereby part own-
ership shares are offered to NDRT members 
and the public which would provide funds 
towards restoring it to working order.

Restoring 08995
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It is hoped that Group 08995 will hold its 
inaugural meeting immediately after the 
end of the NDRT AGM on 2 March 2019.
The chances of owning or driving such 
a locomotive yourself are rare but by 
joining the group you could become 
a part owner of this locomotive with 
opportunities to drive under supervision. 

The group will be a consortium of the NDRT 
and other railway enthusiasts formed with 
the object of restoring, maintaining and 
operating this locomotive.  Initially the focus 
will be on restoring the loco to full working 
order.  You can get your hands dirty working 
on the locomotive, as practical volunteers are 

welcome. If you prefer, your contribution 
can be mainly financial.  All members will 
share the same satisfaction of knowing they 
are contributing to the restoration of this 
important piece of railway history.
When the locomotive is restored Group 
08995 intend to offer members driver 
experience courses and access to the footplate 
on most running days.

Part Ownership Shares will cost £250 
each and may be paid for in full or by 
monthly payments.  Ownership Certificates, 
Membership Cards and Newsletters will be 
supplied.  If you are interested in becoming a 
part owner, a leaflet should be available with 
full details.
 
If you decide not to purchase any shares but 
would like to help with the restoration and 
return of this locomotive to full running order 
by giving a donation, all donations will be 
gratefully received.

Group 08995

Another view 
of the loco after 
refurbishment and 
how it could
look again

08995 in August 2018 awaiting tlc
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Restoration of the Brake 
Van begins

Since our Brake Van B950885 arrived at 
Shillingstone last year, the Waggoners have 
been itching to get their hands on it and get 
to work.  That time has now arrived. It has 
been moved to a more convenient position 
close to the dock where it will be easier to 
work on it. 

The first step is to remove the con-
crete flooring which served to increase 
the braking effort, but is now getting in 
the way of the first steps of restoration.

We are really grateful for all the donations we 
have recieved so far which have enabled us 
to make a start on restoring the Brake Van. 
We now urgently need further donations to 
enable this important work to continue. We 
would like to complete the restoration within 
the next 12 months and hope you may be 
able to help us achieve this goal by making a 
donation. You can do this through our website 
or via the  BT My Donate link:  mydonate.
bt.com/shillingstonestation Thank you!

Now they can get at the woodwork

Lots of concrete for the dumper to handle
The first delicate stage of restoration
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Steam up
June 2018

Not every vehicle was steam powered

A “Ferret” scout car

Norman Young’s vintage lime spreader Fowler and “Yankee tank” meet up
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Steam up
June 2018

A good collection of steam engines and vintage vehicles turned up for 
the Steam Up. A large crowd had already arrived by 10.00am even before 
many of the traction engines had arrived. Good weather and good 
company combined to create a terrific atmosphere for everyone. Special 
thanks to Norman Young for arranging vehicle arrivals, booking and 
marshalling; to Andy Butler and the cafe volunteers for feeding the masses 
and to John Drew and his team for organisation, preparation and car 
park duties. On Saturday evening we were entertained by the lovely Holly 
Marks performing on the platform and in the carriage with her roving 
sets. Thanks to all the vehicle owners and the many hundreds of visitors 
who passed through Shillingstone and enjoyed seeing the varied exhibits.
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Restoration of 
the “Gunpowder 

Wagon” nears 
Completion

The G&SW wagon in a sorry state on 
arrival at Shillingstone

After the “Great Collapse” the whole of 
the superstructure needed to be removed. 

Work could then begin on the chassis

Work on the upper chassis is complete and 
the Waggoners turn their attention to the 

superstructure.

50th shade of grey chosen...
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Finished! (Nearly!)

The Waggoners have continued with their excellent work and the Glasgow 
and South Western Railway wagon, which for a long time we incorrectly re-
ferred to as the “Gunpowder wagon” is very close to completion. Final coats 
of paint have been applied (after lots of discussion about the exact shade of 
grey that should be used!) It is now watertight and ready to face the winter. 
The last remaining task was signwriting which is now complete (on one side)
after more discussion: exactly what font should be used? Were all the wagons 
the same, or did the lettering depend on the signwriter?

Tony Jordan begins signwriting The lettering is applied
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The signal box story

1966: The demolition train approaches

Terry England (aka Worzel) enjoys 
bracing weather during the construction 

of the replica signal box.

The basic framework is in place.

More timbers and bracing have been added.

The replica parcels office (now the office 
and meeting room) is complete and the 

signal box now has a roof.

The replica box nears completion.
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The signal box story

The original signal box at Shillingstone was constructed fifteen years after the 
opening of Shillingstone station, on 21st October 1878. It was required when 
the down loop was installed due to increased traffic and the need for passing 
places along the single line between Templecombe and Blandford. The down 
platform was added at the same time.

The signal box continued to service the needs of both the station track layout 
and block section in both directions for the next 88 years until closure on 
6th March 1966. Following the removal of the track work the signal box was 
demolished along with all the other timber buildings in the vicinity of the 
station.

During 2011- 2013 a team of dedicated volunteers used archive photographs 
to construct a replica signal box on the site of the former signal box and 
furnished it with appropriate levers, bells and other equipment. In 2014 a 
special opening ceremony took place in which a Ruston diesel locomotive 
was driven past the box and collected a tablet in the time-honoured railway 
procedure for single track working.

On Sunday 21st October 2018 we celebrated the 140th anniversary of the 
opening: a trolley was trundled past the signal box and a token was collected 
in the presence of some of the volunteers who had helped construct the 
replica. Also present was John Cluett who had worked as a signalman at 
another signal box on the S & D.

Collection of the commemorative token at 
the 140th anniversary event.

John Cluett explains some of the finer 
points of the signalman’s job to Jack Bath
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Drama in the Coach
“ T W O ”  I S  S TA G E D  AT  S H I L L I N G S T O N E

In the summer we were approached 
by our old friends, Churchill 
Productions, as they had a play they 
would like to perform in the coach: 
Jim Cartwright’s ‘Two’. Last year they 
successfully staged Noel Coward’s 
‘Still Life’ (the play which became the 
film “Brief Encounter”) and they have 
put on a couple of ‘one-offs’ (Poetry 
and music) so we were delighted to 
agree.

They wanted to turn the bar in 
the coach into a bar. Their staging 
was retrieved from its safe store 
and rehearsals took place in early 
September. Two performances of 
‘Two’ were given on two nights over 
the two weekends  just after the Great 
Dorset Steam Fair and either side of the 
Sturminster Cheese Festival weekend.

The play takes place over the course of 
one evening in a typical Northern pub.  
It features fourteen diverse characters 

played by just two actors (Jan Wyld 
and Justin Ellery), as various members 
of the local community pull up a stool 
and let us into their lives. 

Written in 1989 but still astonishingly 
real today, this two-hander by the 
celebrated Lancastrian playwright 
gives the audience intimate insights 
into the lives of the colourful pub 
regulars. 

The production was directed by Pete 
Talman with Winston Leese (Producer) 
and Peter Robinson (Lighting) and 
from audience reaction it can be said 
that the play was a total success. We 
look forward to welcoming Churchill 
Productions back again.

The Stage is set...

The cast, crew, and our very 
own station master Derek 

celebrate the end of  their run.
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Visitor
Experience
Group
Established

The management committee have 
launched a new sub-committee, the 
“Visitor Experience Group” under 
the chairmanship of Will Appelbee. 
Its purpose is to look at the whole 
of the visitor experience and to 
improve it. We are also always keen 
to increase the number of visitors 
enjoying the Shillingstone experience.
The needs of visitors and volunteers 
alike are varied and we aim to 
improve the experience for all of 
them. We will be looking for feedback 
from as many visitors as possible.

Blandford Expo
In September Shillingstone station 
took part in the Blandford expo at 
the Corn Exchange. The expo allows 
Blandford-based groups to promote 
and showcase what they do: many 
of them work tirelessly to create an 
active and vibrant community. This 
year more than 400 people attended 
and had the chance to meet and chat 

to numerous groups and businesses, 
such as the Scouts, Trailway, White 
Hart, library, and Food Bank. Jack 
and Ann Bath had a good position 
and flew the flag for Shillingstone. 

Shillingstone’s stand right in the middle at the Corn Exchange

A wide variety of different people 
are visitors to the station- not all of 

them railway enthusiasts!
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Charles Hutton Gregory (1817-1898)
Railway Civil Engineer

Charles Hutton Gregory was an 
eminent Victorian railway civil 
engineer who worked on three of 
the early railways that eventually 
formed parts of the Somerset and 
Dorset Railway. These were being 
built at a time when there was still 
much disagreement about the relative 
merits of broad gauge and standard 
gauge for railway construction. 
Brunel favoured broad gauge 
(7’1/2”) and used it to construct 
the Great Western railway, where 

it was in use from 1838 until 1890.

Gregory was the engineer for the 
Bristol and Exeter Railway (BER) and 
their subsidiary the Somerset Central 
Railway (SCR), both of which used 
broad gauge. The directors of both 
the SCR and the Dorset Central 
Railway (DCR) had been open in 
their intentions to join the two lines 
and the BER eventually had to accept 
conversion to standard gauge.

A brief look at the career of an important figure in the development of 
railway signalling - and in the construction of the Somerset and Dorset 

Railway.
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Gregory’s early achievements as a 
railway engineer are of relevance to 
the signal box at Shillingstone, and to 
railway signalling in general. Whilst 
working as engineer to the London & 
Croydon Railway, Gregory erected the 
first railway semaphore signalling at 
New Cross in 1841. In that year he also 
allowed the inventor E. A. Cowper to 
conduct experiments with detonators 
on the rail in poor visibility, a system 
which was quickly adopted by the 
London and Birmingham Railway and 
thereafter the entire railway system

In 1844 Gregory implemented the 
prototype for ground frames and 
signal boxes at the junction where the 
South Eastern Railway’s new terminus 
diverged from the Greenwich 
Railway’s lines. Twin semaphore signal 
posts each carried twin semaphores 
either side of the post to indicate 
which way the trains were to be 
directed. He arranged the levers for 
the points and stirrups for the signals 
so that they were grouped together on 
a single platform. A primitive form 
of interlocking was also implemented 
so that one signal could not be set to 
show a clear run if the other signal also 
showed a clear run.

A contemporary sketch shows a 
platform about three feet high at the 
base of the twin posts, reached by a 
flight of steps. Behind the levers and 
stirrups is a small sentry-box with a 
chimney. The basics of what would 
become the standard railway signal box 
or ground frame were there, waiting 
for the later additions of interlocking, 
telegraphy, and provision for working 
long lengths of signal wire and point-
rodding.

Gregory and the 
development of railway 

signalling

C H Gregory’s later life

There is little information about the 
history of the SCR and DCR and 
their development into the Somerset 
& Dorset Joint Railway. We would 
be delighted to hear from any readers 
with knowledge of that history and of 
Charles Hutton Gregory’s involvement 
in particular. 

Gregory was knighted in 1876 and 
did consultative work for major 
railway construction works in Ceylon, 
Trinidad, Cape Colony, Perak and 
Selangor. In 1882 he was a member of 
the Channel Tunnel Committee, and 
in 1894 at the age of 76 he married 
the actress Fanny Stirling who died the 
following year. Gregory himself died 
in 1898 and is buried in Brompton 
Cemetery in London.
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Those of you who read the last year’s report 
will know that our takings were 2018p or 
“£20.18 short of the magic £3k. Could we 
break the barrier?

Martin Oliver had given us a ‘pride of place’ 
pitch between the loading entrance and the 
exit from the arena so that as people queued 
they could see what we had for sale and as they 
left they could make their purchases. Magic! 
The Butler family took the caravan in and 
set it and the awning up (just the once this 
year: last year the lovely people from Swanage 
had to help us move more than once!)  John 
Stamp made sure that I wasn’t short of second  
hand books.

Andy Butler had been asked to raise a team to 
work the standard gauge railway on site. This 
was a traction engine on rails (better known as 
‘Fergus’ in Thomas The Tank Engine).  Why 
Andy’s  volunteers were issued with VIP passes 
and mine had ‘Senior’ on them  I don’t know.  
A little bit of swapping had to take place as 
some of my ‘Seniors’ were the wrong side of 30.

The daily routine was established on Thursday 
morning: at 5.30 am the bins are emptied, 
at 6.00am the litter pickers clean the site, 
at 7.00am the catering vans are re-stocked. 
A lie-in was not an option! Ablutions were 
interesting as there was an issue with the 
chemical toilets and someone decided to move 
those allotted to our area to another location. 
It is a little unnerving when the toilet next 
to you is fork-lifted away whilst you are ‘in 
residence’.

The stall was set up and more and more 
people started to arrive and buy, but there was 
no sign of my team. After a  3 hour journey 
from Sturminster Newton  and an official 
escort over the site, Yvonne and team finally 
made it. I was grateful to see them as it turned 
out to be our busiest day ever! 

For the evening’s  entertainment, the caravan 
was rocked by the sound-checks, let alone 
the acts. The Oasis Tribute band finished at 

The Great Dorset Steam Fair
Derek Lester-Jones tells us about his annual caravanning 

“holiday” in the wilds of Dorset (better known as respite from 
the station!)

Blue Circle working for Shillingstone

Derek sets out his wares and shows off his splendid 
bowler hat
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midnight and the crowds went quiet by 1am 
which gave me a full four and a half hours 
before the bin lorries!

On Friday rain threatened. Yvonne was up at 
dawn with a re-supply of stock, determined 
to get to the craft tent but, every time there 
was a lull in trade she would set off only for 
a shower to start and she had to scuttle back 
to help cover the stock. The customers were 
really helpful: many, unprompted, helped get 
the covers over the stock and clipped down. A 
big thank-you to them. Rain also affected the 
train due to wet tracks and brake issues.

Saturday dawned just after the Wurzels 
stopped singing. I was up early, for some 
reason! I started trading at 07.30am and was 
joined by Yvonne (who even managed to get 
to the craft tent) and the Project 62 tombola 
team. We had a manic day of trading whilst 
the train crew made up for lost revenue. Both 
closed later than planned. When I finally 
zipped my awning at 10.30pm we had taken 
£25 short of £1200: our best day’s trading 

ever. I have no idea who or what the band was 
that night….I slept!

Sunday began well: the teams and the public 
arrived and trade started-after another frantic 
re-supply- then the rain arrived. Horizontally. 
For the first time in nine years I closed. I sat 
and read a book. The odd little face did appear 
at the awning, ‘Can we buy a DVD to watch 
in our caravan?’ but not much else.

Monday was a better day and the target was 
achieved and broken, the magic £3k beaten 
at last. Having started with over 100 T-shirts 
and another 80 on a sale or return basis I 
had planned a last day discount to push the 
T-shirts but we had so little stock of anything 
left that discount prices were not needed!

Caravan packed, stock returned to the station, 
car collected from Sturminster Newton, I set 
off home.  David Caddy, who had worked the 
train operation with ‘Fergus’, finished each 
day with the statement: “I need to get home 
and get a shower”. I went home and had a 
bath with a large G&T!

A big THANKS to all who worked on the 
three teams (train, stall, Project 62) and to 
those back at the station who kept it going. 
And to those who came to visit us, including 
those who didn’t get to the caravan as they ran 
out of time because the fair is so big and there 
is so much to see!

The biggest thanks must go to Martin Oliver 
and his team…..here’s to GDSF 51!

The Great Dorset Steam Fair

Blue Circle (aka Fergus)
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Sturminster Newton
High School

Summer Visits

In July we were delighted to host 
groups of Year 7 and 8 students from 
Sturminster Newton High School 
who visited us as one of the activities 
they could choose as part of their 
“Activities week” in the last week of 
the Summer term. They walked the 
three miles from Sturminster Newton 
to Shillingstone on beautiful, sunny, 
summer days, enjoying the Trailway 
(in some cases experiencing it for the 
first time).

We gave them conducted tours of 
the site, explaining comething of the 
history of the Somerset and Dorset 
railway, the reasons for a station like 
Shillingstone being built, the nature 
of the traffic and the goods carried and 
the expresses that used to bring holiday 
makers down to Bournemouth from 
the North and the Midlands. 

We showed them the work in progress 
on the permanent way, explained 
what Project 62 were doing to 30075 
and gave them conducted tours of 
the signal box, complete with the 
opportunity to gain some hands-on 
experience. 

The pupils were well-behaved, polite 
and friendly: it was a pleasure to 
welcome them to Shillingstone.

We look forward to welcoming more 
pupils from Sturminster Newton 
and other schools in the future.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Into the Signal Box

David Caddy demonstrates 
the finer points of signalling

Hands-on experience, working 
under the expert instruction of 

Jack Bath
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NEW CHAIR OF THE NDRT APPOINTED

DAVID CADDY APPOINTED AS ACTING CHAIR

On 1st September, the chair of North 
Dorset Railway Trust, Yvonne Thorne, 
stepped down from her position: David 
Caddy was asked if he would take over as 
acting chair until the AGM next February.
David has been an active volunteer since 
2015, a trustee since 2016, and is director 
of planning and development at NDRT.
David has a great family history in 
North Dorset and is also a well known 
poet. He says: “I became involved 
with Shillingstone Station because of 
the economic and social benefits to 
north Dorset of an operational heritage 
railway station. Train travel is intimately 
connected with desire and yearning, the 
idea of being connected and reaching a 
better place.
With the closure of the S & D railway 
north Dorset lost a connection to the 
wider world. The movement of freight 
and passengers was not only part of 
the agricultural economy but also of 
importing and exporting by sea from 
Poole to the Bristol Channel. This went 
deep into the culture of the Blackmore 
Vale and railway stations were vital 
community hubs.
“As a boy at Fiddleford I would tell the 
time by the trains. The drivers were 
friendly, waving and whistling, as they 

passed on to Sturminster Newton.
During the summer there was a 24 hour 
service to cope with the coast to coast 
holidaymakers coming to enjoy the 
southern Riviera until the Government’s 
decision to invest in motor transport and 
motorways.
Now the situation is reversing in that 
the Government is supporting dozens of 
heritage railways that are reinstating lines 
and bringing in tourists, employment 
and supporting economic development. 
I would like to see that happen here 
in north Dorset. “A rail link from 
Shillingstone to Sturminster Newton and 
beyond would revitalise the area and bring 
in tourists, encouraging more B&Bs, 
shops and businesses. Tourists spend 
money. Everyone gains. The All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Trains show 
that heritage railways benefit their local 
economy 2.7 times their turnover. We 
have seen how this has transformed the 
economy of Swanage and the Purbecks. 
Wouldn’t this be good for north Dorset?”

Acting Chair of the North 
Dorset Railway Trust David 
Caddy, pictured here with 
Trustee and Museum Curator 
Jack Bath and the photo of the 
7F whose cylinder block graces 
the down platform
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Permanent Way Progress
THE DOWN LOOP IS WELL UNDER WAY
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100 CLUB WINNERS 2018/2019

3 March 2018  J. Jenkins, G. de Gruchy, R. Whitehouse.
8 April 2018  G de Gruchy, M. Ranger, P. law.
3 May 2018  Richard Turner, M. Luffman, A. Malsher. 
16 June 2018  D. Livermore, D. Busler, K. Drake. 
8 July 2018  R. Buss, C. Youldon, Rod Turner.
4 August 2018  P. Law, C. Youlden, J. Sheard. 
9 September 2018 M. Luffman, L. Appleby, D. Busler.
6 October 2018 I Dods, S. Hawkins, A. Cushway.
11 November 2018 M Luffman, M. Rawlinson, R. Llewellyn
1st December 2018 M. Ranger, J. Drake, B Stainer.
5 January 2019 J. Jenkins, C. Fisher, R. Llewellyn, Rod Turner, R. Burton

These are the lucky winners: just remember, as the National Lottery says, 
you have to be in it to win it! Don’t forget to renew your subscription.
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THE NORTH DORSET RAILWAY TRUST

TRUSTEES AND OFFICIALS

Acting Chair
David Caddy

Acting Treasurer 
Patrick Law

Secretary 
Colin Fisher

Executive Committee of Trustees

Will Appelbee  |  Co-opted trustee,

Geoff Baker  | Site Officer, H&S

Jack Bath | Training & Events Chair, Museum Curator

John Drew  |  Site, H&S Chair

Jon Jenkins  |  Co-opted trustee

Derek Lester-Jones  |  Retail  & Cafe Chair

Other Officials of the Trust

Will Appelbee | Visitor Experience Chair,  ‘Platform’ Editor

Beryl Beecham | Head Gardener   

Andy Butler  | Cafe Manager

John Collington |  Marketing & Media Officer

Jon Jenkins | Membership Secretary

Tony Jordan | Wagon Manager

Many other volunteers work at the station but all report to one of the above trustees 
or officials.  If you would like to join them as a volunteer, please contact Jack Bath at the 
station who will be able to provide you with more details of the work currently available. 

The above can be contacted via email info@shillingstone-railway-project.org.uk or by letter to 
The North Dorset Railway Trust,  The Station,  Shillingstone,  Blandford Forum,  Dorset,  DT11 0SA.  

Phone contact may also be made during station opening hours (Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays, 
10am to 4pm) on 01258 860696 although it should be borne in mind that not all staff will be present 
at the station on any given day.  An answerphone is installed and any messages will be dealt with on 

the next day the station is staffed.
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Dates for your Diary
16th February

16th & 17th March

19th - 21st April

18th May

1st & 2nd June

16th June

10th & 11th August

22nd - 26th August

31st March

21st & 22nd September

27th October

16th & 17th November (tbc)

14th & 15th December

Valentine’s Evening

Science Week weekend

Easter Egg Treasure Hunt

Three Okefords Steam Fair

Traction Engine Steam Up

Father’s Day

Volunteer Recruitment 
Weekend

Mother’s Day Teas in the 
carriage

Great Dorset Steam Fair at 
Pimperne

Flight Refuelling Amateur 
Radio Society

The Stickler: Three Peaks 
Challenge

Model Railways in the 
carriage

Santa Weekend
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If you’re reading this, you’re probably 
a member already, but...
... if you’re not, why not use this form to join the Trust and start making 
a real contribution to our work through your subscription?  You may 
also copy it and encourage friends and family to join as well. 

As a member of the NDRT, you will receive regular copies of our magazine PLATFORM  and 
have access to all areas on Station Open Days.  You will also have the chance to become 
actively involved in the restoration work if you wish.

First
Name(s)

Title
(Mr/Mrs) 

Surname D.O.B
(if under 16)

Postcode

Address Telephone

Mobile

Email

If you are able to offer your services to the Trust, please give details of any special skills.

Membership Rates 
£16.00
£10.00
£25.00
£50.00

£425.00
£200.00
£300.00

ADULT (individual)
JUNIOR (under 16)
FAMILY (2 adults + children)
CORPORATE
Life Adult (individual)
Senior Individual Life (60+)
Senior Joint Life (one 60+)

(payable annually with the exception of Life Members)

I/we wish to apply for 
(category) membership of The North 
Dorset Railway Trust and attach a cheque/
P.O. for    £                               payable to The 
North Dorset Railway Trust to cover my/
our first year’s subscription.

Signed                                   Date

When complete, please hand this form to a member of the Station staff or send it to :-
The North Dorset Railway Trust, Shillingstone Station, St Patrick’s Industrial Estate,

Station Road, Shillingstone, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 0SA
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY WILL CONTACT YOU WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD(S) AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
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